GARY
PRESERVATION
TOUR

Thank you for joining us to
experience local history
through Gary’s architecture.
The Gary Preservation Tour
began in 2017 as a series of
tours that highlighted
Downtown Gary, inspired by
Open House Chicago. Like
Chicago, Gary’s Downtown
was a destination for
prominent architects who built world-class structures such as
schools, banks, churches, theatres, libraries, etc. Unfortunately for
Gary, many of its significant structures are running out of time—if
they are not rehabilitated, they will be demolished. By revisiting
our history and unique architecture (both active-use and
abandoned sites), we hope to spark conversations and initiatives
around the importance of salvaging the built environment for the
benefit of economic development, neighborhood stabilization,
and tourism.
Be sure to join the #DiscoverGary Trivia Hunt with your family (last
page) and collect the stamps at each site to solve the Gary puzzle.
On July 14th, please join the Gary Historical and Cultural Society for
a reception at 4pm.

Welcome to Downtown Gary, the heart of America’s
youngest city and its greatest urban experiment. In 1901, J.P.
Morgan purchased Carnegie Steel to found U.S. Steel. Elbert
Gary, an executive at U.S. Steel, proposed the construction of a
new steel plant—one that was close to Chicago and accessible to
major transportation corridors. The company settled upon the
quiet dunes of Lake Michigan’s southern shore. On August 17,
1906 the City of Gary was incorporated, and by the end of the
year it had more than 10,000 residents. By 1930, the population
had ballooned to 100,000, earning Gary the nickname “The
Miracle City.”
Creating a major city from scratch prompted a surge in
building contracts that attracted architects like Frank Lloyd
Wright, George Maher, and John Everson. Seemingly overnight,
Gary had transformed from a gritty mill town into the
commercial and entertainment capital of northwest Indiana.
However, a perfect storm of social and economic factors
contributed to the decline of Downtown Gary: shopping malls
built in the suburbs drained commerce from the city center, the
automation of steel jobs reduced labor demand, and the election
of the first African-American mayor of a major American city was
met with racial animus from white business owners. Finally,
federal budget cuts in the 1980s floundered development
projects aimed at reviving the central business district.
Consequently, many of the buildings Downtown Gary were
abandoned and, after decades of neglect, demolished. Yet, a
critical mass of old architecture remains, poised for creative
redevelopment.

1. 504 Broadway. Gary State Bank, 1929. (Ivar Viehe-Naess).
This breathtaking building is the first
stop on the Gary Preservation Tour.
Come here to sign-in and pick up a
program, then feel free to explore the
architectural workmanship at your
leisure. Architect Ivar Viehe-Naess
worked with Daniel Burnham for 12
years and helped design the Flatiron
Building in New York. Gary State Bank’s
interior still maintains the original
Corinthian columns and coffered
ceiling, which make for stunning
photos. Don’t forget to peer into the
bank vaults in the basement.

2. 220 W. 5th Ave. Gary Public Library and Cultural Center, 1908.
Gary Public Library and Cultural Center
(GPLCC) has reopened to the public
last winter, and we are excited to invite
visitors to explore its history. Gary
Public Library was first organized on
March 30, 1908, spurred by a motion by
founder and library board member Ora
L. Wildermuth. The library was housed
for its first few years in various
locations downtown. In 1910, it was awarded $65,000 by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie
and opened its first permanent structure in November 1912. The single-story, Classical
Revival style structure was a stunning architectural design. Assembled entirely of choice,
Indiana limestone, the building displayed double-columns protruding from the southern
façade which supported an intricate entablature. The Carnegie library served the
community for fifty years until 1964 when it was torn down and replaced to meet
growing spacial needs.
The new GPL building is located at the same historic site on the intersection of West 5th
Ave. and Adams St., boasting a full art gallery, a hall of fame and the best in interior
design. Make sure to stop by the Gary Public Library and Cultural Center and to see
authentic historic artifacts, compelling local artwork, and the Gary influencers in the Steel
City Hall of Fame.

3. 400 Broadway. Lake County Superior Courthouse, 1927. (J. T.
Hutton & Sons).

The Courthouse is the twin civic building
built to match the perpendicular City Hall. If
you look carefully, you will find subtle
differences in the cupola and the friezes that
adorn the buildings’ façades. What other
differences did you notice?

4. 401 Broadway. Gary City Hall, 1927. (George W. Maher & Son).
City Hall is Gary’s most prominent civic
structure, rich with history and character.
This building was once the office of the first
African-American mayor of a major U.S.
city. It was commissioned as a part of
Gary’s Gateway Improvement Plan in 1924.
George Maher originally designed the
structure with a Prairie style, but he took
his life and did not finish the project. In
1926, Maher’s son took over the design and
altered it to a Neoclassical style.

5. 251 Broadway. Union Station, 1910. (M. A. Long).
A Beaux-Arts design, Union Station has
managed to maintain its integrity despite
being abandoned for over 50 years. The
structure was built with steel-reinforced
concrete, made to resemble stone. Decay
Devils and Legacy Foundation have led
projects to beautify the site and local artists
painted murals that have been installed for
board-ups. Take a look inside from the
viewing station and let us know how you
think this building could be repurposed.

6. 300 Broadway. Gary Land Company Building, 1906. (Architect
Unknown).
The Gary Land Company
building is the first permanent
structure built in the city. Gary
is one of the only cities in the
U.S. that has preserved its first
building. All early land sales
were executed through the
Gary Land Company, a
subsidiary of U.S. Steel. This
building historically served as
the first town hall, first polling
place, first post office, and first
school house. It was last used
as a residence, after the Gary
Land Company relocated. In
the 1970s, it was saved from
demolition and moved to the
eastern part of Gateway Park.

7. 578 Broadway. Historic Hotel Gary (Genesis Towers), 1926.
(Charles Wheeler Nichol).
Chicago “star-chitect” Charles
Nicol truly left his mark in the
façade of Hotel Gary, adorning
it with rope molds, colonnades,
and relief decorated spandrel
panels made of terra cotta. The
who’s who of Gary’s stayed
here when visiting including
Frank Sinatra. The hotel closed
in 1974. It was later renamed
Genesis Towers and
redeveloped as a senior living
facility in 1981.

8. 577 Washington. City Methodist Church, 1925. (Lowe and
Bollenbacher).
When built, City Methodist Church was one of the
first million dollar churches constructed in the U.S.
and was the largest Methodist church in the
Midwest. In addition to its sanctuary, the edifice
included storefronts, an auditorium, office spaces,
and a gymnasium. At its peak, church membership
reached over to over 3,000 attenders in 1952.
Unfortunately, in the late 60s and 70s,
deindustrialization and white flight led to
declining membership and the church struggled to meet maintenance costs. Church
leadership was ultimately forced to shutdown in 1975 with only 320 members. The site
remains one of Gary’s most architecturally intriguing structures. It has been the
backdrop for a number of film projects including Netflix Sense8 and Michael Bay’s
Transformers.
Today, City Methodist has experienced substantial decay and is too dangerous to allow
visitor access. Conveniently, in June 2017, the Gary Redevelopment Commission (GRC)
was awarded $163,000 from Knight Foundation to have the site assessed and evaluated
for redesign as a public ruins garden. Details about the assessment can be found on the
GRC website at www.garyredev.org. Let us know what projects you would like to see at
this space.

9. 565 Adams. Historic Christ Church Episcopal of Gary, 1910.
Modern Day: Praise House..
The members of Praise House gladly welcome us
to learn about Gary church history through their
home and sanctuary. In 1910, the Christ Church
Episcopal of Gary was not only the first
congregation to inhabit this space, but their
building was the first church building erected in
the newly incorporated City of Gary. In fact,
despite opposition, Christ Church was the
youngest Episcopal congregation to organize as
a parish in 1908 when it received $10,000 for building a permanent structure.
Today, this English Gothic style church remains well-maintained. It was constructed of
uncut Bedford stone and features a bell tower. Tour inside to view the pristine wood
reredos that accent the altar, the original pipe organ, and hand-cut stained glass
windows.

10. 601 Massachusetts. Gary Post Office, 1936. Howard Cheney.
Designed by Howard Cheney, a supervising
architect on the Chicago Tribune Tower, the
Gary Post Office building is a legacy of the
Works Progress Administration of FDR’s
New Deal. One of the few remaining Art
Deco buildings in Gary, this post office
boasts a black granite base and smooth
stucco walls. A relief of an American Eagle is
still visible over the main entry bay. Put on
your hard hats and take a look inside.

11. 839 Broadway. Sears, Roebuck & Co. Building, 1930.
(Architect Unknown).

This ornate façade is worth the walk. Here you will
find the Gary Human Relations Commission,
featuring an impressive exhibition of local art and
civil rights history.

12. 900 Madison. Heat, Light, & Water Building, 1926. (George W.
Maher & Son).
Another Prairie School masterpiece, the
Heat, Light & Water building was George
Maher’s last commissioned design before he
took his life. In typical Gary fashion, it was
built with a steel frame and pre-cast
concrete. Fortunately, the building has a
bright future. Check out the site on June 30th
to meet the artists of the HLW Project.

Like much of the land in Gary, Horace Mann Historic District (HMHD)
was formerly hilly sand dunes that was leveled for construction and
urbanization. This historic district was developed from the 1920s into the
late 1930s and was located about one mile from the city center. HMHD is
made up of Roosevelt, McKinley, and Cleveland streets, between 5th
and 8th Avenues, and a portion of 7th Avenue between Garfield and
Roosevelt. This district was one of the first neighborhoods in Gary built
for automobiles and became an attractive location for middle and
upper-class residents.

Featured Homes
1. 600 McKinley. Renaissance Revival, c. 1927.
- Large 2½-story home. Mottled light and dark brown
brick. Louis C. Hess.
2. 2100 W 6th Ave. Tutor Revival, c. 1930.
- 2½-story home. Covered in stone with rubble course.
3. 565 Roosevelt. Tudor Revival, c. 1927.
- 2½-story home. Brick, stone and wood construction.
Louis C. Hess.
4. 591 Roosevelt. French Eclectic, c. 1929.
- 2-story, red brick home. L-shaped plan.
5. 11 Roosevelt. Tudor Revival, c. 1928 (N).
- 2-story, three-bay home. Red brick construction.
6. 633 Roosevelt. English Cottage, c. 1929.
- 2-story, mottled red and dark brown brick. Remarkable
stone tower.
7. 717 Roosevelt. Bungalow, c. 1930.
- 1-story, tan brick home. Two-bay design.

Morningside Historic District is a well-preserved residential area in the
southern tip of Gary, IN within the West Glen Park neighborhood.
Morningside is historically significant due to its distinct curvilinear
streets, inward-oriented homes, and deliberate community planning and
development. The homes in Morningside were built conveniently close
to Gary’s central road, Broadway, but the inward-facing homes created
a quaint exclusivity for the neighborhood. Morningside, which was
developed between 1917 and 1953, became an alluring area for workers,
attracted by its accessibility and unique home designs.

Featured Homes
1. 33 W 46th Ave. Eclectic, c. 1948.
- 2-story stone home. L-shaped plan and corner tower.
2. 151 W 46th Ave. Colonial Revival, c. 1924 (N).
- 2-story brick home. Distinctly east-facing rather than
north.
3. 234 W 46th Ave. Colonial Revival, c. 1942.
- 2-story home, 1st floor brick, 2nd floor wood siding.
4. 128 Glen Park Ave. Tudor Revival, c. 1928.
- 2-story home. Rectangular stone, polygonal tower.
5. 206 Glen Park Ave. Colonial Revival, c. 1941.
- 2-story home with beige brick.
6. 216 Glen Park Ave. Contemporary Colonial Revival, c. 1951.
- 1-story brick home. Ranch layout.
7. 4615 Washington. English Cottage, c. 1941.
- 1½-story home. Brick and stone overlay.
Other Notable Homes:
120 Morningside Ave. Colonial Revival, c. 1935. - 2½-story brick home. Features
side-gable roof.
4360 Washington St. Bungalow, c. 1960. - This home is located in the Oak Hill
Historic District which, like Morningside, attracted residents to its quiet, spacious
environment, slightly removed from main roads and industry.

The #DiscoverGary Trivia Hunt is your opportunity to learn about Gary
history and have fun with your family. Find the answers to the trivia
questions below then discover the historic site. Once you have found
the correct site, visit it and post a family selfie to the PAMI DiscoverGary
Facebook page. The hunt is on: Ready. Set. Hunt!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Gary is home to the first million-dollar church in the country. Where was it?
What was its name?
Gary has a replica of the Statue of Liberty, one of 200 “Little Sisters of
Liberty” manufactured in Chicago in 1950. Where is it?
In 1967, Gary elected the first Black mayor if a major American city. What is
his name? (locate his picture Downtown and post a #FamSelfie with him)
Legend has it that Al Capone, fleeing from Chicago law enforcement, would
hide out in this place. What building is it? And what was its original name?
Where is the first permanent structure built in Gary located?
Where is the statue of the man who founded the city, from whom the city
got its name?
The Gary State Bank was the only financial institution in the city not to fold
during the Great Depression. What is it now called?
The Jackson 5 won first place in a 1967 amateur talent show at this
auditorium. It was one of their last performances before becoming a
professional act. Where is this auditorium located (not a tour site)?

BONUS QUESTIONS
1.

2.

3.

One of the earliest Black-owned record companies was founded in Midtown.
It signed the likes of The Spaniels and The Four Seasons and, famously,
secured the rights to the Beatles debut single in America. What is the name
of this record company? (for extra credit, post a #FamSelfie at this record
company’s location)
There are more Edison Concept Homes in Gary than in any other city in
America. One of Thomas Edison’s 1,093 patents, the homes were built
entirely of concrete and designed for mass-production. Find an example of
these houses. What is the location of the one you found? (for extra credit,
post a #FamSelfie in front of the house you located)
The first integrated school in Gary has been demolished, but a piece of its
architecture still remains at the original site. Where is this piece of
architecture located? (for extra credit, post a #FamSelfie in front of this piece
of architecture)
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I’m a Gary…

The Gary Preservation Tour would like to thank all its donors and
partners: Without you, we could not have made this event possible.
Key to the City
Legacy Foundation Knight Donor Advised Fund, Barnes & Thornburg LLP, Indiana
American Water
VIP
David Elliott
Sponsors
Max Mulvihill, Patrick Bytnar, Katherine Kirley, Anthony Alfaro, Elizabeth Welter,
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cohen, Patty Sprague, Wendy Vachet, Peggy Blackwell,
George Rogge, Jordan Turk, Lori Gentile, Kristen Clark
Friends
Laura Piskor, Kevin Brown, Jennifer Young, Jim Long, Noah Vaughn, Natalie
Johnson, Deborah Mercer, Emily McWilliams, Geoffrey Smith, Joseph Van Dyk,
Sarah Kobetis, Matthew Bone
Supporters
Matthew Altstiel, Karen Clark, Samuel Salvesen, Candi Carter, Brad Miller, Erin
Rapoport, Bernadette Bystryk, Janiece Carter
Community Partners
We would like to give a special thank you to all of our volunteers and community
partners, including but certainly not limited to: Steve McShane and Jim Lane at
the Calumet Regional Archives at Indiana University Northwest, Naomi Millender
and the Gary Historical & Cultural Society, Inc., Tyrell Anderson and Decay Devils,
Office of the Calumet Township Trustees, artists with the Heat, Light & Water
Project, Pastor Hunt and Praise House Church, Gary Public Library and Cultural
Center, Haneefah Khaaliq and Human Relations Commission, all building owners
and managers, Eric Allix Rogers and Chicago Patterns, Katie Kirley and Steel City
Academy, Colin McCullough and Westside Football, Mr. & Mrs. Brown and the
Morningside Block Club, Dorothy Ross and the Horace Mann Block Club, and all
the residents and homeowners of Horace Mann and Morningside historic
districts.

